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The Suburbs





I’m always trying to get back
here, a home too cavernous
for our family to afford
& didn’t.

Father
coming home
with a bucket of KFC.

Mother
uncorking the Sprite,
christening the linoleum.

Sister
tapping the remote control
screaming at the unplugged television.

Father
saying honey,
there’s no battery.

Father
eye caught on
the empty screen.

A show playing
in his head—

A sitcom
where nothing ever goes wrong.

Father
mouthing
wow, wow,
isn’t this something.
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